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The Firſt PAR T. 
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To the Critical Reviewers. 


8 I have already, in page 1. 
of The Reply, laid claim to 

underſtanding what Iwrite, 
it becomes me to ſupport it: and, 
as that Treatiſe was wrote with a 
view to the general good of man- 


B kind, 
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kind, it became neceſſary that it 


ſhould be read: I have therefore an 
heavy charge to bring againſt you; 


no leſs than that of ignorantly or dil- 
ingenuouſly miſrepreſenting its con- 
tents; a fact, when proved, which 
either diſqualifies you wholly for 


your Critical Office; or at leaſt regard- 


ing the ſubject on which it treats. 
Your words are theſe. This Reply 
contains ſome general animadver ſions 
on the preſumption of thoſe who im- 
pugn the docirine of the Trinity ; but 
nothing more argumentative or im- 
portant.” Now in page 7, 8, 9, 
and 10 of The Reply it is declared, 


in words to this effect, that as long 
as the teftimony of conſcience againſt. 


fin univerſally refides in man, and 
the Deity is acknowledged 20 be juft 
ang 
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LE] 
and unc hangeable, it 1S impoſſible 70 
reconcile thoſe attributes with the fa- 
V0Ur of God to creatures in ſuch a 
Nate, without the interference of the 
Divine Mature itſelf, by way of a- 
tonement and reconciliation ; all cre- 
ated beings, of how high an order ſo- 
ever, being abſolutely incapable of ſuch 
office : and that, without ſuch an 
union of,the Divine and human Ma- 
ture, and ſuch a ſacrifice and atone- 
ment as 1s declared in ſcripture to 
have been made, all men, notwitb- 
fanding the abſurd oppoſition of mer= 
cy 10 juſtice in the Divine Nature, 
are obnoxious to the latter : and that 
therefore all who believe the Chriſ- 
tian Religion are obliged to receive 
their Mediator as truly and properly 
the Son of God; though united to the 
B 2 Hbuman 
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human Nature. This doctrine is by 
way of eminence called The Truth; 
and it is ſo. It contains arguments 
properly in their own Nature unan- 
ſwerable. What your notions of 
argumentative or important are I 
cannot comprehend, nor in what 
part of your heads your knowledge 
reſides, whether in the ſeat of Des 
Cartes or ſome more ſecret receſs. 
To put the beſt conſtruction I can 
upon your words, ignorance at leaft 
it is, and that of the groſſeſt kind. 
The knowledge of the above how- 
ever I will venture to ſay I know to 
be the height of it in human Beings; 
of all arguments the moſt argumen- 
tative; of all doctrines the moſt 


inportant; in reſpect of which all 


other learning is empty, vain and 
deluſive. 


I-33 


deluſive. Yet fay you it is neither 
argumentative nor important ; then 
aſter the Author of the Remarks I 
ſecondly call upon you to aniwer it ; 
as I {hall do preſently on Mr L--y : 
ye may all digeſt it at your leiſure; 
for I promiſe you it is a matter 
which will never be accommodated 
otherwiſe than as abovementioned, 
while men have their Being on the 
Earth; nor FOR EVER AND 
EVER. Here I declare once for 
all, that no man can ſet mercy in 
oppoſition with juſtice in the Di- 
vine Nature with Truth ; that no 
man can enter ſafely into the pre- 
ſence of God in judgment, upon 
his own bottom; that no ſinning 
creature, convicted by his own con- 
{ſcience as man is, can enter under 


COVET 
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cover of the mediation of any crea- 
ture, ſimply ſo conſidered. God cre- 
ated man upright : an omnipotent 
and infinitely perfect Being, rea- 
ſon alone infallibly tells us could 
not do otherwiſe. Now anſwer it. 
This is reaſon. It may be falſely 
called being wiſe above that which 
is written; however I ſhall ſhew it 
is the doctrine of ſcripture itſelf up- 
on which it is grounded. As the 
trouble of ſearching ſuch old muſty 
records may be matter much out of 
the way of genius ſo refined as yours, 
take the ſenſe of the fine words of 
a writer great in his way as this or 
any other nation hath produced ; 
and one after your own heart. 


Alas / 


Bae 
Alas ] Alas ! 
Why, all the ſouls that were, were forfeit once; 
And he that might the *vantage beſt have took, 
Found out the remedy, How would you be, 


I he, who is the top of judgment, ſhould 
But judge you as you are? 


Meaſure for Meaſure, 


I ſuppole Shakeſpeare's words 
will be allowed to be argumentative 


and 7mportant ; though mine are 
NOL, 


This author's compliments to the 
Critical Reviewers: he has experi- 
enced their favours on former occa- 
ſions; but as the matter in hand is 
now of too delicate a nature to be 
diſpenſed with; as the cauſe de- 
mands exertion, and his book as 
betorementioned was written in or- 
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der that it might be read; he can- 
not therefore ſo implicitly ſubmit to 
their dictatorial authority in the 
preſent inſtance: and hopes that, 
in future, when they meet with any 
of his writings, as they cannot but 
diſtinguiſh them in their Critical 
capacity by their marks, 1t they do 
not underſtand them, they will treat 
them with decency. 


It gives this author pain that he 
is obliged to take this method of 
introducing his works into the 
world; but the fault is theirs not 
his; it is no more than he expected 
at their hands; for he has long ſeen 
vith regret the bad effects their in- 
fluence in their critical capacity, as 
Well as that of the MoNTHLVYV RE- 

VIEWERS, | 


LS 3 
viewers, has had upon ſociety in re- 
gard of theſe ſubjects. If they will 
keep to their proper province, they 
may perhaps ſhine; but The Truth 
in theſe is as much above them, as 
their knowledge in many other ſub- 


jects is above that in the generality 
of mankind, 


While he is engaged in this de- 
teſtable controverſy, he cannot poſ- 
ſibly addreſs himſelf to any other © 
ſubject; but, as he ſhall, with di- 
vine help, in this Treatiſe ſet The 
Truth in Divinity in ſuch a light, 
as that its enemies will never more 
be able to lift up their heads againſt 
it, he will, God granting him life 
and health, as ſoon has he can, give 

C allo 


1 
alſo to the world The Truth as it is 
in Phvfic, for the general good of all 
his fellow-creatures ; tho' ſome of 
his malicious enemies deſerve it not 
at his hands: this he promiſes to 
them. 
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To the LONDON REVIEWERS, 


H I S author has alſo a few 

words to ſay to you, Gen- 
tlemen. As to your invidious 
obſervation oa him, by way cr 
compariſon with a more eminent 
writer as you think, the truth 
or falſity of that will be ſoon ſeen ; 
for his part, he accepteth not the 
perſons of men in the generous 
cauſe of the defence of The Truth; 
or as little as may be, and conſiſt 
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with decency. Do not vainly try 


then to burleſque him with your 
Critical Sneers concerning preten- 
ded want of concatenation of argu- 
ment in The Reply, in regard to its 
author's obſervations on the miracle 
of the loaves and fiſhes ; but con- 


ſider, this ſtupendous miracle was a 


creation of matter, the immediate 
and incommunicable attribute of 
God, by Chriſt's own proper act: 


conſider this, and he will wartant 


you will ſee concatenation to ſome 


purpoſe. Did the Apoſtles do this 


even by calling on the name of the 


Lord ? It is true there are two re- 
markable inſtances of this ſort re- 
corded in the Old Teſtament, re- 
garding the perſons of Moſes and 
4M 
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the great prophet Elijah, * both 
types of Chriſt ; but the firſt mira- 
cle is done by the command of God 
and in his immediate preſence, and 
the latter 1s introduced with the 
words, For thus ſaith the Lord: 
whereas Chriſt, after giving thanks 
for example's ſake, and agreeably to 
the human nature he had taken on 
him, bleſſed the bread and fed the 


multitude. 


As to the truth of his obſervati- 
ons on the ſtilling of the waves and 
ruling the raging ſea, even an hea- 
then author alone will inform you : 
to decide this matter then, only con- 


{ult 


See Exodus xvii. 5,—and the firſt of Kings 
Xxvil. 14. 
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E 
ſult Virgil, an author greater by far 
than any thing you can pretend to be, 
in true genius, in regard to his beauti- 
ful and ſublime deſcription of Nep- 
tune, and the attributes inſeparable 
from the Deity: a writer who bare 
witneſs, under divine influence, in 
the heathen world, to the birth of 
Chriſt, by his Pollio; and who, as 
far as human ideas will go under 
divine management without imme 


diate inſpiration, has given teſti- 
mony, in his fine deſcription of 
Neptune, to his divinity, 


Sic ait, et dliiclo citius tumida 
eguora placat. 


Then he aroſe and rebuked the 
waves and the ſea, and there was a 
great 


(241 


great calm, Matth. viii. 26. This he 
did by his own proper act and pow- 
er, you ſee ; what have you to ſay 
now ? ſuch tremendous power as 
this has not been given unto men ; 
not even to the Apoſtles themſelves: 
elſe why did not St. Paul appeaſe the 
raging elements when he was {hip- 
wreck'd ? This author will do the 
unbelieving Jews the juſtice to ſay, 
that they. had u glimpſe of The 
Truth in this miracle; as is recor- 
ded in the verſe next to that above 
cited: But the men marvelled, ſay- 
ing, what manner of man is this, 
that even the winds and the ſea obcy. 
bin ? Well indeed might they mar- 
vel; but to whom ſhall be likened 

c 


the preſent perverſe generation © 


the 


C02 
the pretended learned? As you 
claim to be ſuch maſters of true 
judgment, this author expects you 
will give him an explanation of the 
words 995 ego, ſituate in the be- 
ginning of a line a little above the 
remarkable one he has quoted: 
this perhaps may be a matter a little 
more in your way, than giving 
haſty and final deciſions on 47 tiſſer- 

ations on The Truth, 


As to your denial of this age be- 
ing an age of infidelity, he would 
have you take the teſtimony of an 
the , Whole writings you have 


approved 


* The Author of Refi ignation 40 Proef,, a 
letter addreſſed to Mr, Jebb. 


(91 
approved of. He ſaith the miſchief 
hath ſpread farther than is gene- 
rally thought, or words to that ef- 
tet: and as to talking of pic us 
credulity, in the firſt place there is 
no ſuch thing ſtrictly in your ſenſe 

of the words. It is true there is 
ſuch a thing as pious and rational 
belief; however, taking the words 
in your ſenſe of them, at the beſt 
it is but making a diſtinction with- 
out a difference; for if people com- 
mence infidels from any cauſe, in- 
fidels they are; whether miſled 


by themſelves or others. 


This author wiſhes to be upon 
good terms with the London Re- 
D Viewers, 


18 


vie wers, as he does not conſider them 
ſtrictly as his opponents in the cauſe 
he has undertaken; if it is other- 
wiſe therefore it will be chiefly their 
fault; for he will not paſs over ſuch 
rude attacks, where The Truth is 
concerned. They will perhaps find 
that they have been a little miſta- 
ken, in regard to their imputation 
of injudicious which they have been 
ſo liberal in their great kindneſs to 
fix upon him. He faith then to 
them, take heed of Envy, that gnaw- 


ing worm, that canker of the heart! 


as he doth to ſome others, Beware 
of Malice, which, obſtinately per- 
ſiſted in, finally diſqualifieth for the 


forgiveneſs of ſin and the fruition 


of 
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of God. It is in vain for them to 
think of depreſſing him; his Know- 
ledge is not his own, but that which 
was given him : and what the Al- 
mighty doth only permit to be, that 
man doth in vain reſiſt. 
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The HarMony of the TrxuUTH. 
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Addreſſed to Mr. L 
O W 1s THE TIME To CON- 
FOUND THE ENEMIES OF THE 


FaiTH ; and it is high time 


indeed I ſhould pay my addreſs to 
you; nay, as the hero of the piece, 
I ought to have done it before now : 
however as I have already done ſo 


to 


; 
1 
| 
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24 THE Harmony of 


to The Author of the Remarks, your 
fellow-labourer in I-, (and 


the likeneſs between you is ſo great, 


the difference in feature is hardly 
diſcernible ; for what he hath over 
you in acuteneſs, you more than ſup- 
ply in refolute and determined per- 
ſeverance : what pity it is not exer- 
ted in a better cauſe * ſuch neglect 
may the better paſs unnoticed. You 
ſhall not, I aſſure you, have occa- 
fion again for complaint ; for, by 
the help of Gop and his TRUTH, 
I pledge myſelf in this cauſe againſt 
you both in future, and all your 
abettors. 


Methinks 


* See E piſt. to the Galatians, iv. 18. 
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THE TRUTH: 25 


Methinks it was rather unfair to 
publiſh ſuch another large and tre- 
mendous volume, after that of your 
copartner on the ſubject, while, as 
it were, ſub Fudice Lis erat : it 
icems as if you had a mind to ſwal- 
low up my little fixpenny pamph- 
let; nay perſectly annihilate it. 


But you will perhaps ſay, It was 
08 7M brufmeſs 70 anſwer The Reply 3 
1 never ſaw it, or my book was in 
the preſs, or publiſhed, I have read 
it through ; though with the utmoſt 


diſguſt: never did I meet with ſuch 


an hcap of fallacy and abſurdity ; 
except in that of your learned co- 
adjutor. Your brogreſs is really ſo 
amazing, in your dreadful courſe of 


E obſervation 
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26 Tx HARMONY OF 


obſervation on the ſcriptures, where- 
in you have endeavoured to con- 
found and trample on things great 
and mighty, beginning at the Goſpel 

nd ending with the Revelation, 
that 1 tic not how to expreſs my 
ſurprize and aſtoniſhment, nor how 
to to you juſtice by compariſon ; 
unleſs it be by likening you to the 
giant Briareus in antique fable, en- 
deavouring to heap Pelion upon 
O/ja, that ke might ſcale even Olpm- 
Fiss itſelf. But be not overhaſty, 
Good dir! for all the ground you 
have trod muſt be traced over again: 
when perhaps ſome objects 1 
unnoticcd, and others moſt unfairly 


repreſented, m ay preſent t themſelves 


to 


THE TRUTH: 27 
to our diligent and attentive obſer- 


vation. But of this hereafter, 


But the book called The Sequels 


&c. perhaps, as I before mentioned, 


was in the preis, or came out before 


The Reply ; however, 1n any caſe, 
a ſixpenny pamphlet was not worth 
your notice who write ſo largely. 
There are yet in it a iew arguments, 
notwithſtanding what the Crizical 
| Reviewers are pleaſed to ſay, which 
I ſhall not readily nor tamely give 
give up to any one. The nature 
and force of the firſt of theſe is a 
point I have already ſettled with 
them, by way of prelude z but as 
the ſubject of it relates capitally to 
your own caſe and that of your 
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28 THE HARMONY oF 


poor deluded followers, for whoſe 
lake and be Love of THE TRUTH 
it was written; to the arguments 
there laid down, before you pro- 
ceed any farther in your attempts 
upon The Scriptures, I demand your 
an{wer. 


LET NO RASH HAND PROPHANE—— 
LET NO RUDE TOUCH DEFACE 


LET NO ONE IMPOTENTLY DARE TO 
SET AT VARIANCE THOSE WRITINGS, 
WHICH ARS THE SACRED REPOSITO=- 
RIES. AND TESTIMONIES OF THE 


uxITY of IHE TRUTH 1TsELF. 


 Paraphraſe on my words above 
written, according to 1H TRUTH, 
addreſſed to Mr, L——p. 


That 
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THE TRUTH. 29 


That is; it is in vain for thee 
0 
in order to catch at every paſſage 
you blindly think favours your own 
notions; and to cavil at others which 
give expreſs teſtimony againſt you; 
or to endeavour by miſtran{lations 
and falſe gloſſes, if poſſible, to 
pervert them. Doſt thou indeed 
acknowledge that God hath ſpoken 
yet — — — — deny that his 
Word is true? Let no raſh hand 
prophane--ihall man dare to fay unto 
God, thou art not juſt ? (a) or ſhall 
he ſay unto the Being unchangeable, 


Thy 


* See the firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, vi. 4. 
Ae, ö 
againſt your Lucie. | 
(a Sce the Look of Job, chap. iv. verſe 17.— 


Proofs 


to quote ſcripture, 
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30 THE HARMONY of 


Thy mercy T will admit of, but not 
thy juſtice; thus impotently at- 
tempting to confound the attributes 
of his God ? ® ſhall he ſay to his 
Maker, 


* See The Agreement of Reaſon with ſacred Re- 
velation, publiſhed by this author in 1770 pages 
10 and 44: a treatiſe which, had it not been ig- 
norantly or male volently ſuppreſſed, might, if the 
manner of the preſent age would have permitted, 
under the bleſſing of the only-wiſe God, have con- 
tributed at leaſt to leſſen the preſent errors and di- 
ſturbances, by quaſhing them, as it were, in their 
origin; and wrote for that very purpoſe. But 
as it hath ſeemed otherwiſe to him, without 
whoſe concurrence the attempts of man are vain 
and fruitleſs, it is plain and obvious that he 
thought proper to permit them, in order to a- 
waken mens? minds, and ſhew them, in the 
ſtrongeſt colours, the dangerous nature of pre- 
valent national impicty, and corruption of man- 
ners; of pride and a reſiſting diſpoſition of mind, 

which 


THE FRUTH 4x 


Maker, Though thou haſt created man 
upright ; (6) though my own reaſon 
infallibly tells me an omnipotent and 
Perfect Being could not do orberwiſe; 


1 though thou art of purer eyes 1 5 
zo behold iniquity ; (c) though my 


conſcience 


which will not fail to obſcure the light of his 
Truth, and even take, in ſome degree at leaſt, his 
religion from the world, See the firſt Epiſtle to 
Timothy, 1. 19.— 

(5) Geneſis, i. 31. -Eccleſiaſtes, vii. 29,— 

(11) Agreement of reaſon, &c. p. 10.— 
This author's reſpeclo 10 $S——c I——gs, Eg; 
tho* be has not the happineſs to knew him ; yet 


be congratulates him on the open teſtimony he has 


given of the ingenuity of bis temper, than which a 
more undeubicd precf cannot be given of a great 
mind; but, if he will receive The Truth as it is, 
he muſt withal believe the doctrine of original fin : 


it is the baſis of it, as it reſpefts the attributes of 


God, and the preſent condition of the human nature. 
( Plalm xi. 8. 
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conſcience convicts me of fin; (d) yet 
as for thee, O God, thou careſt not 
for it! (e) though conſcience, that 
ray of the Divinity, that token of 
Righteouſneſs, that prelude to and 
declaration to come 4 hath already 
paſſed ſentence en me ; yet, without 
any ſatisfaction inſtituted, (f) any 

mediation made, (g or any Nb. 
zecuſneſs [% performed on my part, 
or for me, I can enter into the pre- 
fence of 88 the avenging God, (i) 


with 


—— 


(d) St. Jolin's Goſpel, viii. 7, 9. before quoted 
in Reply, p. 7. (e) Plalm, x. 14. | 

＋ Agreement of Reaſon, &c. p. 13, 14. 

J) Epiſt. to the Hebrews, ix. 26.—-x. 10. 
(sg) Hebrews, vii. 25. (#) Epiſt. to the 
Romane, x. 3, 4, 5, C. &c. (i) Hebrews, x 
50, 3. 
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with all my fins about me ? Though 
in thy fight no man living ſhall be 
juſtified ( k ); yet thou wilt accept 
of the imper fect works of thy ſinful 
creatures, and I can depend on my 
OWN rightsouſneſ's for my ſalvation 
{1 ) ; for either no mediation is neceſ= 
ſary, and thou haſt caſt all our fins 
behind thy back, if we do but repent 
of them * or thou wilt accept that of 
a man born of a ſinning woman, who 
doth not partake of thy nature; is 
not united to it; is not one with thee 

E . 


() Pſalm cxliii. 2. J Epiſt. to the 
Romans x. 3, 4.—Job iy, 17. 

* Art this rate the preaching of St. John the 
Baptiſt might have done well enough, who was 
only the forerunner of his great maſter ; for 
mankind were not then wholly ignorant of the 
moral duties. 
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in thy eſſence ; but is as much à crea- 
ture (in) as myſelf + : who came in- 


aced 


(m) See Epiſt. to the Hebrews the whole 
firſt chapter, quoted before in The Reply, p. 13. 

+ According to theſe ſtrange notions indeed, 
there is no occaſion for commemorating the 
death of Chriſt, in the holy Euchariſt, that ſo- 
lemn, moſt awful, and capital Rite of the Chriſ- 
tian Church, which carrieta Salvation on one 
fide and judgment on the other, to the worthy or 
unworthy receivers of it; (that is, of thoſe who 
on the one hand truly repent of, or on the other 
are reſolutely bent to perſiſt in their fins, or whole 
pride or want of charity will not let them forgive 
their fellow-creatures ;) except in the free and un- 
ceremonious manner recommended by D r 
Pr ———z, I wonder how men of learning can 
err ſo groisly. © Said I not juſtly then in The 
Reply, p. 4, 5. how dangerous a little falſe, 
empty, ſuperficia! learning is, when it puffs up 
the mind with pride, without knowledge of THE 
TRUTH !___See the firt Epiſtle to Timothy, 
vi. 20, 21.— alſo the firſt to the Corinthians, 


1.17 to 31.—— 
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deed upon earth 10 teach us to live 
betten; though his gracious purpoſe 
has, by no means, been faithſully in 
general adhered to in that neither ? 
Dreadful fituation | moſt fatal illu- 
fion ! Shall mortal man be more 
Juſt than God (n\? Let mo rude 
touch deface---ſhall he apply to the 
Angels in Heaven? they, even 
God's miniſters, are charged with 
folly (o): they are alſo his creatures 
(P), as well as ſinful helpleſs man. 
The concurrence of the parts of 
THE TRUTH, you ſee, has been 
here ſhewn to be ſo full and perfect, 

| E 2 | and 


() Job, iv. 17. Romans, iii. 4; ſee allo 
Agreement of reaſon, &c. p. 44, 45. (%) Job, 
ww. 18.——Agreement, &e. p. 21. 

(p) Hebrews, i. 7, 14. 
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and the impoſſibility of the contra- 
ry ſo fully evinced, that, if a man 
takes the ſcriptures withal in his 
hand, and deſpiſeth not their teſti- 
mony, he cannot be deceived; but 
hath added unte his faith know- 
ledge.* 


1 
* N 3 
& 
1 
" 
34 
; 
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Thus you ſee that whoſo embra- 
ceth your opinions denieth THE 
TRUTH written on the heart and 
ſoul of every man breathing (); 
by whoſe teſtimony, he will alſo be 
judged (7), unleſs with due humi- 
lity and obedience he hearken unto 

Its 


*. 23d, Epiſt. of St. Peter, i. 5.——St. John's 

Goſpel, viii. 32. (g) Epiſt. to the Romans, x, 
8.——Deurt. xxx. 14. () St. John's Goſ⸗ 
pel, X11. 48. | | 
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its voice + ; for God is the only Sa- 
viour (s), but not in your ſenſe ; 
for the making ſatisfaction for ſin and 
the reſtoration of man's nature is 
no leſs the work of him, than that of 
creation itſelf ; he alone hath found 
a ranſom (7). And without ſuch a 
full and all-ſufficient ſacrifice and 
atonement for the fins of all men (2); 
without a perfect righteouſneſs 
alſo performed for them, and by 
the divine gift and mercy transfer- 
red and attributed to thoſe who duly 
quality 


+ See The Reply, p. 3.---and 12, 13. 
(5) Epiſt. of St. Jude, the laſt verſe—firſt 


Epiſt. of St. John, v. 20. 2d. to the 
Corinthians, Xiu. 14. () Job, xxxiii. 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28. (u) Epiſt, to the 


Galatians, i. 4. — firſt Epiſt. to the Theſſalo- 


nians, 1, 0. 
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| qualify themſelves for acceptance, 
through Chriſt's taking on him, and 
performing theſe things in, the hu- 
man Nature, the whole world 
would have been found guilty be- 
fore God. To thoſe pretended 
Chriſtians then who deny them, I 
fay in the words of Sr. Paul, ap- 
plied to thoſe who denied Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, their faith is vain ; 
they are yet in their fins. Let no 
ene impetently dare then to ſet at 
variance toe writings, which are 
the ſacred proofs and teflimonies of 
the nature and will of Gol. 


Wilt thou ſay now, I vill not re- 
ccidbe the Revelation of God, becauſe 
| J ao 


* Firſt Fpiſt. to the Corinthians, xv. 17,» 
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T do not underſtand the union of his 


Mature with mine; becauſe I a crea» 
ture cannot comprehend my Creator; 
becauſe my reaſon infallivly tells me 
the unity of God is fei fect in re- 

gard 


* Here lies the capital error in the learned 
and ingenious Doctor Beattie's obſervations and 
aſſertions, in his elaborate "Treatiſe, concerning 
the truth of all ſimple perceptions ; for, though 
this be certainly true in general, it can never 
be wholly predicated of a Being in a ſtate of 
error and ſin ; though it might have been of 
man when in his original ſtate. This notion 
then, taken in its utmoſt latitude, is a moſt 
dangerous inlet into error and vice; and may 
be made an ill uſe of. You ſee Mr, L-—y 
tells us, that reaſon, or rather ſimple perception, 
infallibly informs him that God 1s one abſolutely 
in reipect of perſon as well as nature; the contrary 
of which, reſpecting the former only, is mott 


infallibly 


+ See Agreement of Reaſon, Kc. p. 34, 33. 
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gard of per ſor as well as nature 9 

Mr. L-----y, may not I, a poor 
| helpleſs 


infallibly true. Thus, by extending the force 
of this argument, even beyond the line of the 
capacity of man in this caſe, reaſon 1s loſt in the 
ſearch®* ; for the nature and mode of exiſtence 
of God is certainly as much paſt man's finding 
out to perfection, as his ways T. In fact, THE 
TRUTH is only to be obtained from the ſacred 


writings, {| thoſe fountains of it, out of whichs 


with a mind perfectly unprejudieed 4, it ought 
to be drawn, joined with their conſonancy and 
agreement with the teſtimony of conſcience, 
and what is written in legible characters, on the 
heart and ſoul of man, concerning the divine 
attributes or perfections, and the due reflections 
of the mind upon them &; but is not to be ex- 
plained by the puerile reaſonings and falſe de- 


ductions of any imperfe& philoſophy in the 


world- 
* See Agreement, &c. p. 35.——+ See The Reply? 
p. 6. 7.—alſo Agreement, &c. p. 11, 31, 33. St. 


John's Goſpel, xii. 46. Agreement, &c. p. 36, 37. 
5 See Epiſt. to the Romans, x. 8, & 
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| helpleſs creature like yourſelf, ex- 
cept for the bleſſing of the Almighty 
in allotting me that ſhare of under- 
ſtanding I poſſeſs, and enlightening 
it with the beams of his TRUTH *; 
may not I with reaſon, by way of 
anſwer, aſk you after the manner 
of Elihu, in the latter end of the 
book of Job +, Do/? thou underſtand 
the fearful and wonderful union of 


F thy 


world. Not even Bea!tie's philoſophy then, as 
before obſerved, will hold wholly, with regard 
to the ſimple perceptions of beings in a depraved 
ſtate, as a teſtimony of The Truth ; for, at that 
rate, all men might pretend to lay in their claims, 


and, amongſt ſo many adverſe parties, the mat- 


ter never could be decided, 

* Let no man envy me in this matter; for 
knowledge is a dangerous talent, of the proper 
uſe of which J have a great ACCOUNT to give. 


+ See Job, chap. 32 to 37, incluſive, 
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thy own ſoul and body, if you believe 
you have the former, how is it accom- 
pliſhed * ? M bat is Malter from 
whence ſprung it! was it eternal, 
and will you call it God ? the eternal, 
infinite, ineffable, incomprehenſible, 
ommiſcient, ommpreſent, omni potent 
ſpirit, without body or parts, dull 
inert matter ?” abſurd | impoſhble ! 
« But, if matter be not eternal, how 
« did a ſpirit, as God is, create it 
«© owt of nothing and yet this 
muſt be believed, or abſurdity will 
follow. When man can compre- 
hend theſe myſteries, then, and then 
only, it will be time for him to en- 
deavour to comprehend the Nature 


and 


* Agreement, &c. p. 22, 
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and Being of the God that made 
him ; or to deny the union of his 
bleſſed Son with the human nature. 
Mr. L----y! for the honour of 
the human nature, I am aſhamed 
there ever was a man in the world 


who could deny THE TRUTH, 


which is as obvious and plain to be 


ſeen, as day-light, or the Sun at 


_ noon day“: which is received with 
eaſe, by all the illiterate part of 
the world, upon its own teſtimony : 
that any man could think as you 
do, notwithitanding all your preten- 
ſions, unworthily of his Maker. 
In fine the great and otherwiſe in- 

F 2 extri- 


* See Preface to Agreement, &c. p. v. vi. 
+ Agreement, &c. p. 46. 
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extricable difficulties above inſiſted 
on are only to be ſolved by the teſ- 
timony of the Spirit ; by believing 
in the bleſſed Jeſus, the only Son 
of God united to the human na- 
ture : the knotty points above re- 
cited are only to be finally ſettled 
by The Unity of THE TRUTH 
2 


* The Agreement, &c. p. 22, 23. 


The End of the Paraphraſe, 
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The Application of it. 


2 O D ſeldom ſuffereth his crea» 
tures to fall into ignorance and 
error, but imparteth to them the 
light of his Holy Spirit to inſtruct, 
guide and direct them; except 
there be ſomewhat much amiſs in 
their minds. When therefore they 
reſiſt this ſupreme inſtructor, they 
have generally an obſtinate and 
diſobedient heart, though perhaps 
8 they 
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they know it not“, the ſure ruin 
of every one who doth not alter his 
ways; or a ſtate of genuine and 
true humility is wanting, and, not 
content with and having no Love for 
THE TRUTH, that deadly wicked 
pride poſſeſſes them of being the au- 
thors of new ſyſtems, or the patch- 
ers- up of long-ago exploded old 
ones, daring even in the very face of 
THE TRUTH itſelf, to ſet uß their 
own righteouſneſs againſi the righte- 
one, of Gerd + ; an error fatal to 
many, in other reſpects well mean- 
ing men. Beware then ye learned; 


beware 


* See what is ſaid on this ſubject in the begin- 
ning of the Pretace to the Agreement of Rea- 
ſon, &c. | 


+ St. Paul to the Romans, x. 3. 
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beware thou Mr. L. iy of pride 
* for it is as dangerous a ſin as any 
which beſetteth men. For pride, 
obſtinacy and rebellion, the finning 
angels were confounded : ſhall man 
then in the end eſcape better , he 
neglef ſo great Salvation? I pray 


God may convert you and have 
mercy on you. 


They who deny the infinite juſ- 
tice and righteouſneſs of God, by 
endeavouring to ſet aſide the atone- 
ment and propitiation, and the per- 
fect righteouſneſs neceſſary to be 
performed in man's nature before he 
is accepted, do not worſhip The 
Father, as you in your pretended 


zeal 


Agreement, &C. p. 23, 36, 37, 46, 47. 
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zeal for him falſely alledge ; but 
have denied both Farther and 
Son : have diſhonoured both : 
have norantly; proudly, or malici- 
ouſly ſet up a God in their hearts, 
| which hath not the attributes of 
| the true One 4. Such men, accor- 
| ding to THE TRUTH, have no 
religion at all; for there is no 
! coming unto The Father but by 
1 The Son || : Nay, they who re- 
g Jet the latter wilfully, which I 
| heartily 


* See the quotation from St. John's firſt 
Epiſtle, placed in title-page of The Reply, — 


allo p. 18. 
18 John' s Goſpel, v. 23. 5 in Reply, 
P. 17. 


+ iſt. Epiſt. of St, John, v. 20, 21. alſo 


Romans, iii. 21, 22, 25, 26. 


| I Goſpel of St. John, xiv. 6. 
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heartily wiſh may not be your 
caſe, cannot even pray by THE 
TRUTH; for even the prayers 
of a creature who addreſſeth his 
Maker, with a heart which at the 
fame time obſtinately denieth his 
_ divinity and attributes, and think- 
eth himſelf worthy to be accepted, 
for that poor pittance or portion of 
righteouſneſs which may be in him, 
are an abomination in his ſight“. 


That moſt deeply inſpired and 
ſupereminent Apoſtle, as well as 
the greateſt writer the world ever 
ſaw, faith in his. Goſpel, recording 
the words of Chriſt, that The Fa- 

G — 


* Goſpel of St. Luke, xviii. 14. 
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tber judgeth no man; but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son 7 
that all men ſbould honour The Son, 


even as they honour The Father, 


And that he that honoureth not the 


Son honoureth not the Father, which, 


or more properly who, hath ſent 
bim. An irrefragable argument, 
according to the proof drawn from 


it in pages 11 and 12 of The Reply, 


in regard to the incommunicable 
nature of omniſcience and omni- 
potence to a creature, ſo as to qua 
lity him for ſuch tranſaction, were 
there no other, of the divinity of 
Chriſt. In relation to Honour, the 
ſcripture ſaith alſo in another place, 


by the mouth of The Holy Spirit, 


Wheoſo 


EO 
* St, John's Goſpel, v. 22, 23. 


Do, & * 22 
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WW hoſo honoureth me, faith the Lord, 
T will honour ; but he that deſpi- 
ſeth me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 
Prettily indeed do ſome men ho- 
nour him, by denying his juſtice 
and righteouſneſs, and, by conſe- 
quence, according to 7 HE 
JR UTA, his Being itſelf “. If 
you have a mind then to praiſe the 
Lord, the eternal Father of all 
things. 8 ng praiſes with under 
f/tanding ; tor, as certainly as God 
| hath a being, juſtice is his attri- 
bute. But it is time to have done; 
for were I only to attempt to write 
ſully on this ſubje&, 1 muſt write 
G 2 for 


* You did not perhaps think that your opi- 
nions were ſo near of kin even to Atheiſm 1t- 


{cIf, 
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for ever +. Take heed then of 
denying zhe Son of God; for who- 
ſoever even fallerh only on that 
fone, ſhall be broken : but on whom 


it ſhall fall, it will grind him to 


powder. 


Whoſo then embraceth your opi- 


nions, and denieth that the very 


Son of God the Father came in the 
fleſh to die for and fave all men, 
is ina tremendous ſituation indeed, 
if he have been baptized ; for how 
ſhall he be renewed again unto 
repentance ; ſceing, being already 
initiated 1ato the Cheillian church, 
he hath denied THE FAITH 


hath 


. ohn's Goſpel, the laſt verſe. 


2 
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hath become an apoſtate from it; 
hath crucified the Son of God afreſh, 
and put him to an open ſhame he 
cannot be rebaptized “. The only 
remedy in his deplorable caſe he 
hath left, and I would not have him 
deſpair, is the hope he did it in ig- 
norance; and that, though bap- 
tized, he never came to the know- 
ledge of THE TRUTH ; for if 
he did, I doubt there are but little 
hopes ; otherwiſe let him truſt in 
the infinite mercy of his God, 
through his Redeemer, and, by un- 
feigned ſorrow, true repentance, 
and the fruits of it, endeavour all 
that in him lies, to repair the miſ- 
chief 


* See Epiſt. to the Hebrews, vi. verſes 1 to 6, 


incluſive——alſo chap. x. 26, to 31, before 
quoted in 7 he Re h, P. 15, 
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chief he has done by his unwiſe 
example. 


Let unbelievers hear this and 
tremble ; or, it they are wholly in- 
corrigible, and God hath given them 
up to believe a lie, becauſe of the 
hardneſs of their hearts *, as the 
Apoſtle to the Gentiles hath It, 
they muſt wender and periſh. 


Seek ye not bonour then one of a- 
mother 5 but ſeek the honour which 
cometh of God only +. And again, 
as it is written; let him that glo- 


rieth, glory in the Lord . 


' * See Epiſt. to the Romans, xi. 7, 8, 10.— 
Iſaiah, vi. 9, 10——Pſalms, Ixix. 23. Re- 
velation of St. John, ii. 2.—XxXii. 15. 

＋ St. John's Goſpel, v. 44. 

F The firlt to the Corinthians, chap. 1. 31. 
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Under the Auſpices then of 
The One Eternal Being, 
The adorable and ever bleſſed Cod of Heaven and 
Earth, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
In one eſſential, undivided Nature, e 
The words written in the twenty=eighth page of 
this book, | 


and afterwards explained according to The Truth, 
are unanſwerable. 


SOLI DEO GLORIA! 
SOLA ENIM IN VERIFATE 
SALUS. 
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And Abd to this: 1 | 
The ſecond Part of The Harmony of The Truth, 
; called 
The Hur mon of The Scri Ptures x i 


Being 3 a continuation of 


© The Addreſs to Mr. 9. 
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